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14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, 

because you know those from whom you learned it, 15 and how from infancy you have known 

the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ 

Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 

training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every 

good work.  

  

Last week we learned about the amazing gift of faith that God has given us.  Through 

faith, God credits the righteousness of Jesus to us and applies the forgiveness that Jesus won on 

the cross to us personally.  We saw that coming to faith in Jesus isn’t something we can choose 

to do on our own since we’re born spiritually dead, but rather saving faith is something that God 

creates within us.  That raises a couple of questions though, doesn’t it?  Questions like, “How 

does God create that faith within us?”  And, “What does our spiritual state look like once He 

gives us that gift of faith?  Are there choices then that we can or that we even need to make?  

And if so, then how will we know what the right or wrong choices are?” 

We’ll find the answers to those questions in our lesson from 2 Timothy.  2 Timothy is a 

letter that St. Paul wrote to a young pastor named Timothy.  And if you remember, about two 

months ago we looked a passage toward the end of this letter where we heard a very lonely Paul 

acknowledging that his end was near and asking Timothy to come and visit him in prison.  But in 

the verses we’re looking at today, we can see that Paul’s loneliness wasn’t the only reason he had 

for writing to Timothy; he also wanted to inspire Timothy and all the rest of us who would read 

this letter to continue in God’s Word.  That Word of God, or the Bible as we call it today is at the 

heart of Paul’s encouragement here and he teaches us some important truths about it. 

Let’s give our attention once more to those words from 2 Timothy 3: But as for you, 

continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those 

from whom you learned it, 15 and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, 

which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  16 All 

Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good 

work. 

So what does that teach us about the Bible?  First of all, it shows us what the Bible is.  

Paul says that all Scripture is God-breathed.  That means that the words we have written here in 

this book are not words that Paul and Moses and Isaiah and Luke and John and the rest of the 

gang came up with on their own.  The words that we have in this book we call the Bible are 

God’s Words.  Words which He breathed into His prophets so that they would write them down 

so that His message could be communicated to the world.   

But what is that message, and what is its purpose?  The message is, essentially, two-fold.  

In His Word God communicates to us both what He demands from us and what He has done for 



2 

 

us.  Those parts that tell us God’s demands we call the law.  Those that tell us what He has 

promised to and done for us we call the gospel.  The word “gospel” comes from the Old English 

phrase “good spell” which means “good news,” and we call it good news because the heart of 

that message is the news we’ve been looking at these past five weeks, that while through our sin 

we had destroyed our relationship with God to the point that we can longer dwell with Him as 

His people but must instead be cut off from Him and His blessings and doomed to hell, He has 

restored our relationship with Him by crediting the righteousness of Jesus to us and forgiving our 

sins on the basis of Jesus’ death on cross in our place.   

But the gospel is not just the message about what God has done for us through Jesus, it is 

also the means through which He delivers that forgiveness and righteousness and eternal life to 

us.  Across the street, there is a giant blue orb held up in the air by a big blue pole called a water 

tower.  The Frederick County Sanitation Authority produces a large supply of clean drinking 

water which people like us can pay to have access to in our homes.  But how does it get from the 

tank on the top of that tower or from the other reservoirs they have into our homes?  The county 

needs some kind of means to deliver that water to our houses and since they can’t just zap it from 

the water tower to your sink they use pipes.  Pipes are the means through which the county or the 

city delivers our water. 

When Jesus’ saving work was done and He had won forgiveness of sins, salvation, and 

eternal life, God had, in a manner of speaking, a reservoir of saving grace—forgiveness and 

salvation for everyone in the world.  But how does that saving grace come from God to you?  

Could He zap it directly to us?  He certainly could; He is God after all, but He doesn’t do it that 

way.  God tells us in His Word that the means He uses to deliver His salvation and forgiveness to 

us is the gospel.  So in the Lutheran church, we refer to the gospel as The Means of Grace.  It is 

the pipeline through which God delivers His gifts of saving grace to us.  We find that gospel in 

three places: God’s Holy Scriptures which we’re looking at today, the Sacrament of Holy 

Baptism which we’ll look at next week, and the Sacrament of Holy Communion which we’ll 

examine the Sunday after that. 

Serving as the means of grace is the primary function of God’s Word.  That’s why we 

call it the Holy Bible.  Bible is just the Latin word for book.  But holy means that it is a book set 

apart from common or profane books, set aside for divine service.  And that divine service which 

we are gathered here today to receive is that service Paul refers to as being made wise for 

salvation.  The gospel both tells us that Jesus has won our salvation and delivers that salvation to 

us.  It has the power—God’s power—to create faith in the hearts of spiritually dead unbelievers 

and the power to strengthen faith in the hearts of believers.   

Last week, when we talked about God creating that saving faith in our hearts, we heard 

that message from God’s Word—that we were once dead in our transgressions and sins (Eph 

2:1).  As spiritually dead people we couldn’t do anything.  We couldn’t choose God.  We 

couldn’t come to Him.  We couldn’t make a decision to believe in what Jesus has done for us.  

But God has given us that gracious gift of faith which He creates through His Means of Grace, 

the gospel. 

So what does that mean for you now?  If you were spiritually dead and unable to choose 

God, now that He has chosen you and created faith that trusts in Him in your hearts, what is your 
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spiritual state now?  We had the answer for that last week too, God has made us alive with 

Christ (Eph 2:5).   

That new, spiritual life which God has created in you through gospel, His Means of 

Grace has a lot in common with your physical life.  You had absolutely no control over the 

creation of your physical life, that was all God, one hundred percent.  Now that He has given you 

the gift of life however, there are some things within your power that you need to take care of.  

You have to eat and you have to sleep because if you do not then your body will stop growing 

and without continued nourishment and rest you will eventually die.  While you had no role 

whatsoever in the creation of your physical life, you do have great amount of power over the end 

of your life through the choices you make.  You could choose to walk out into the middle of the 

road and get hit by a car, or you could choose to look both ways and cross when the traffic is 

clear.  You could choose to eat junk food and sit on the couch all day or you could choose to eat 

healthy and exercise.  

When it comes to our spiritual life, just like our physical life, we had absolutely no 

control over its creation, that was all God, one hundred percent.  Now that He has given you that 

gift of true, spiritual life however, there are some things within your power that you need to take 

care of.  You have to feed your spiritual life, because if you don’t your faith will stop growing 

and without continued nourishment it will eventually die.  While we had no role whatsoever in 

the creation of our spiritual lives we have a good amount of power over the end of that spiritual 

life through the decisions we make.  There are choices we can make that are, in essence, spiritual 

suicide.  Some choices we make could have immediate damaging effects on our faith, others 

could result in a slow gradual poisoning of our spiritual heath.  

When I was growing up the city I lived in had this amazing program called Safety Town.  

It was targeted at children entering Kindergarten through second grade and it was essentially a 

week long day-care that filled our brains with the information we needed to make the choices 

and decisions that would keep our physical lives safe.  They taught us how to cross the street, use 

phones to call for help, escape a burning building, do some basic first aid, yell stranger danger, 

and all sorts of good things. 

But where’s the Safety Town for our spiritual lives?  Where do we learn how to make the 

choices that will protect our faith and even help it grow and flourish?  It could be this building 

that we’re in right now, or your homes, your schools and work places; it’s wherever you have 

this book.  Because this book is God’s Word, and it is useful not only for making you wise to 

salvation and creating saving faith in your hearts, but also for teaching, correcting, rebuking, 

and training in righteousness.   

For an unbeliever, the Bible serves to expose sin and reveal the Savior who takes those 

sins away.  But for those whom God has raised to spiritual life by the power of the gospel, it also 

teaches us how to live according to God’s will making choices that will strengthen our faith and 

protect it—continuing to study His Word, praying to Him for wisdom and guidance, and 

avoiding sin and temptation.  The Bible empowers us to correct the wrong choices we have made 

as we hear God rebuking those thoughts, words, deeds and calling us to repent—to turn from 

those sins to Jesus where we find the encouragement of the gospel.  In short, it trains us for 

righteousness showing us what to do and not to do to grow in our faith and serve our God. 
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God’s Word truly is an amazing gift.  The gospel it contains brings us to life—creates and 

strengthens faith in our hearts with the good news that we have forgiveness of sins, everlasting 

spiritual life, and salvation through Jesus.  The law it contains drives us back to that gospel from 

our sins and trains us in how to live the righteous life that God has given us.  So I’ll conclude by 

repeating once again these words God speaks to us through the Apostle Paul:  You now, continue 

in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know that these are 

the Holy Scriptures the words of God Himself, which are able to make you wise for salvation 

through faith in Christ Jesus and are useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training 

in righteousness, so that you may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

Brothers and sisters, continue in the Word.  Amen. 

 

 


